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Values are the Foundation We Build On
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About Seattle City Light

• Public power provider, est. 1910

• Net zero greenhouse gas emissions 

since 2005

• Serve population of 955,116

o 429,690 residential customers

o 51,398 non-residential customers 

Service area ~131 square miles: Seattle, Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Burien, Tukwila, 

SeaTac, Normandy Park
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City Light Energy Resources/Loads

Daily Average Load ~ 1200MW

Winter Avg ~ 1850MW (peak)

Summer Avg ~ 1300MW 

Peak 2021 1500MW)
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Reliability

How we generate and delivery power

Reliability is a key performance metric in our industry, and it 

has never been more important in this Pandemic, work from 

home environment 



|  6|  6

Resiliency

Resiliency is different from 

reliability.  Resiliency Planning is 

preparing for and (hopefully) 

recovery after disruptive and 

extreme events. 
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Emergency Management Framework

• Emergency Management Responsibilities:

•Incident Management Team

•Disaster Declarations

•ICS Training

•Alert Seattle

• Emergency Management supports operations by being the point of 

contact and the liaison between City Light and outside agencies.
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Emergency Management Plans for Seattle City Light

• Continuity of Operations Plan

• All Hazard Response and Restoration Plan

• Recovery Plan

• Mitigation Plan

• Public Influenza Annex

• Safety Annex

• Essential Technology Annex
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What do we worry about most?

• Earthquakes

• Climate Change
• Extreme Weather

• Increased Storm 

Intensity

• Wildfires

• Cyber Attacks

• Pandemic
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Earthquake Preparedness

• 1993 seismic study determined 

substation risks based on 

seismicity/geology/conditions: 
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*orange indicates work that has been completed since the study to improve seismic risk to the substation
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Earthquake Preparedness

o150 Civil Engineering Students in 25 years
• Gorge, Diablo, Ross, Cedar Falls Powerhouse Seismic evaluations

• North and South Service Center Seismic Evaluations

• Canal, Bothell, South Control Building Seismic Evaluation

• Post Earthquake Evaluation Manuals
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Earthquake Preparedness: Seismic Program

• SCL Seismic Policy

o Long Term Plan for 

Building Resiliency

o Standardizes 

building/structure 

design, equipment,  

construction

oObjective: 

Essential/Hazardous 

(Green)
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Earthquake Preparedness: Funding Opportunity
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City Light’s 1st Climate Adaptation Plan

• Described observed and 

potential changes in climate

• Evaluated impacts 

and assessed vulnerability

• Developed adaptation 

strategies
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2015 Vulnerability Assessment
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Graphics have changed, what else?
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2015 – A Close Call

Escape From Diablo | Official 

Seattle City Light Video 2018 -

Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Escape+from+Diablo&docid=608002348005738391&mid=A34CCA52406453B9C6CCA34CCA52406453B9C6CC&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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Wildfire Mitigation – A Funding Opportunity




