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History of  WBL in Georgia
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• Pre 1970 – Specific on the job opportunities built into some vocational and training courses.

• 70’s and 80’s – Development of Trade and industrial Education and many other vocational 
areas focused on occupational training.  Coop or internship was added to many curriculums  
Diversified Cooperative Training (DCT) was created and funded by the state.

• 1994 Youth Apprenticeship Law was passed and pilot sites were conducted in 1995.  State 
funded grants are used to support existence of Youth Apprenticeship coordinators in the 
schools.  

• 2004 Youth Apprenticeship grant was expanded to allow all local systems to apply for 
funding. 

• 2006  WBL Re-Engineering consolidated all fragmented programs into one school wide WBL 
coordinator model to serve students from all CTAE areas.

• 2007-2016 – large increase in the number of WBL coordinators and enrollment.

• 2007 – Creation of the 12 for Life program in Carrolton with Southwire.

• 2015 – First MOU between GaDOE and Great Promise Partnership.

• 2016 – Creation of the German Apprenticeship model within the WBL program at CEC and 
Swiss model at Whitfield Career Academy.

• 2017 – Cooperative effort of with GaDOE and Career Academies to submit a WECEP 
application to the federal government to allow 15 year olds to participate on the worksites of 
the German Apprenticeship model.  
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CTAE Resource Network

How It Works:
• The CTAE resource network is a unique non-profit consortium that 

provides professional learning, instructional resources, and 
data/communication support for Georgia’s Career, Technical, and 
Agricultural Education programs.  

• 100% of Georgia school systems participate through membership
• Professional Learning Grant - Percentage of local system’s Perkins funds

• Funding through the Georgia Department of Education
• Governed by a Board of Administrators from local school systems
• Staff includes:  Executive Director, Accounting Firm for Business Services, 

Support Specialist (phone and email hotline)
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WBL Professional Development

• Region Meetings – 3 or 4 per year
• Most important professional learning event for WBL.

• Even though this is a challenge with part time coordinators find a 
way to enable them to attend.

• GACTE – Technical updates on affiliate day

• WBL/YAP Conference

• Basic Training Part A (June) and Part B (January or 
February) – Geographically located, North, Central, South

• WBL Update/Refresher Training – Always in June

• Top Gun – Best of the Best by invitation only
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Georgia WBL Delivery Model
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Career Related 
Education Model
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WBL Criteria

The

Three

Interlocking

Components of

Work-Based Learning

Student’s Career 

Goal 

Related 

Coursework

Structured Work 

Experience
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WBL Classifications
Students in Work-Based Learning are classified in one of four 
ways according to the alignment of their career-tech 
coursework with job placement and future 
postsecondary/career plans:

• Youth Apprenticeship (YAP) Including the German 
Apprenticeship Models

• Internship

• Cooperative Education (Co-op)

• Employability Skills Development (ESD)

• Great Promise Partnership (GPP)

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Work-Based Learning and Youth Apprenticeship Program

Student Enrollment in CTAE Classes FY17
(Students enrolled in one or more CTAE courses)
60% of all Students in Grades 9-12 Statewide (344,971 students)
94.9% Graduation Rate for CTAE Concentrators

(31%)

(69%)
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WBL Participators in CTAE

CTAE Students WBL Students

16,118

18,439
19,598

Percentage of WBL Students at 
risk, disadvantaged or Special 
Ed. Equals 16% (3 year average) 
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WBL Student Enrollment
Credit Earned in Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE) Segments

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

35000

40000

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

23141

33444

21034

18387

23026
21878

20928
19130

22143

22786 23868
24627

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Authority for Data Collection
YAP Grant Annual Assessment

• Each grant recipient must submit an Annual YAP 
Assessment to continue receiving funding.

• YAP Assessment is completed and submitted on 
CTAERN.

• Requires approved by the CTAE Director

• Due date mid/late April

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Authority for Data Collection
• Student Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
• State Board of Education Rules:

• 160-4-3-.14 WORK-BASED LEARNING PROGRAMS:
(e) Each Work-Based Learning Coordinator shall submit the annual Work-Based 
Learning Data Report according to the process established by the Division of Career, 
Technical and Agricultural Education.
(f) Each Work-Based Learning Coordinator shall maintain an accurate, up-to-date 
database of student records as specified by the Division of Career, Technical and 
Agricultural Education.
(g) Career Related Education activities including Work-Based Learning placement 
opportunities shall be conducted in accordance with the guidelines in the Georgia 
Work-Based Learning Manual, available from the division of Career, Technical and 
Agricultural Education.

• Career, Technical and Agricultural Education Resource Network (CTAERN)

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Georgia C-NET Employers
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Georgia C-NET Students
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WBL/YAP  Data Reports
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WBL 
Annual 
Report
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WBL 
Student
s by 
Career 
Cluster
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Supports for WBL/YAP 
programs in Georgia
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Challenges for WBL
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Reluctance of 
employers to 
hire students 

under 18

Part time WBL 
coordinators. 

Low number of 
full time WBL 
coordinators

Lack of 
understanding 

of the Fair 
Labor 

Standards Act

72% of WBL 
Students get 

their own job.

29% for YAP

Level of 
Employability 

Skills that WBL 
possess.

Diversity of 
placements 

from all CTAE 
pathways in 
the school
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