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POLY-DRUG DRIVING RISING IN FATAL CRASHES
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ALCOHOL AND POLY-DRUG USE IN FATAL CRASH 

INVOLVED DRIVERS, 2008-2017

5

Alcohol Only
36%

THC Only
7%

One Drug Only (not Alcohol or THC)
12%

Poly-Drug (Any combination of the 
other categories)

45%



30.5%

26.3%

14.4%

20.5%

4.2%

54.2%

23.1% 22.5%

39.5%

3.8%

25.2% 25.2%

13.8%

22.5%

9.8%

45.3%

22.8%

29.5%

36.9%

4.0%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Speeding Distracted Unlicensed Unrestrained Fail-to-Yield

THC Only Alcohol Only One Drug Only (not Alcohol or THC) Poly-Drug (Any combination of the other categories)

Crash Factors of Drivers by Alcohol and 

Drug Results, 2008-2016



Research on alcohol 

vs. other drug 

substances?





ROAD SIDE STRATEGIES

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

  COUNTY   COURT 

 
 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

NO.  

 

SEARCH WARRANT FOR EVIDENCE OF 

A CRIME, TO WIT: 

 
 

 , 
 VEHICULAR HOMICIDE, RCW 

46.61.520 

 VEHICULAR ASSAULT, RCW 

46.61.522 

 DRIVING WHILE UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE, RCW 46.61.502 

 DRIVER UNDER TWENTY-ONE 

CONSUMING ALCOHOL OR 

MARIJUANA, RCW 46.61.503 

 PHYSICAL CONTROL OF 

VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE, RCW 46.61.504 

 

 

Defendant. 

  

    
 

  

 

TO ANY PEACE OFFICER IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 

WHEREAS, upon the sworn complaint heretofore made and filed and/or the testimonial 

evidence given in the above-entitled Court and incorporated herein by this reference, it appears 

to the undersigned Judge of the above-entitled Court that there is probable cause to believe that, 

evidence of intoxicating liquor, marijuana, or any drug as defined by RCW 46.61.540, in 

violation of the laws of the State of Washington, evidence of the crime(s) of: 

 
 Vehicular Homicide, RCW 46.61.520 

 
  Reckless Manner  Under the Influence of Liquor or Drugs 

 
  Disregard for the Safety of Others 

    

• Electronic DUI packet

• Electronic Search Warrants

• Forensic Phlebotomy

• Lakewood PD/Pierce County SO

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP18yQkpnVAhVgHGMKHeCwAhsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/crime/article136373773.html&psig=AFQjCNHsSs5VT9gTaFTyKShCs7SU5jNZIg&ust=1500684075738135
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Lessons Learned From “High” 

Usage States

Sergeant Dominic Sottile
Virginia State Police



Toxicology

• Top 10 Drugs Identified in 2012

1. THC (and other MJ related)

2. Alprazolam

3. Oxycodone

4. Diazepam/Nordiazepam

5. Hydrocodone

6. Benzoylecgonine (cocaine metabolite)

7. Zolpidem

8. Carisoprodol/Meprobamate

9. Clonazepam

10. Methadone

• Top 10 Drugs Identified in 2018

1. THC (and other MJ related)

2. Alprazolam

3. Methamphetamine/Amphetamine

4. Benzoylecgonine (cocaine metabolite)

5. Fentanyl

6. Morphine

7. Buprenorphine/Norbuprenorphine

8. Clonazepam

9. Oxycodone

10. Diazepam/Nordiazepam



Toxicology
Changing landscape since 2012:
• Increased: fentanyls, 

amphetamine, cocaine
• Decreased: benzodiazepines
• Consistent: marijuana related
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