
EM at 30:  How did I get here?





States demand action!



1990 NGA-NAAG Federal Facility 
Task Force recommendations

“Congress should enact uniform 
language in all federal environmental 
statutes clearly waiving federal 
sovereign immunity from the 
application of state environmental 
laws.”





Mixed waste treatment provisions

• In 1992, DOE was in widespread violation of RCRA’s LDR storage 
prohibition

• FFCA passage = instant penalty liability

• Result: 42 USC sec. 6939c 
• Inventory of wastes

• Inventory of treatment facilities

• Treatment plans w/ state approval

• Deferral of waiver of immunity for penalties

• Led to NGA FFCA task force



1990 NGA-NAAG Federal Facility 
Task Force recommendations

• “The President should request, and Congress should 
adopt a goal of not more than thirty years for 
completion of all environmental compliance and 
restoration at federal facilities. Where feasible at a 
particular site, cleanup should be accomplished in a 
much shorter period. Action plans and interim 
milestones should ensure continued progress toward 
the national goal.”



Let’s see . . . 

Looks like we have about 6 
weeks left.


