
State Actions Addressing COVID-19 in Long-Term Care Facilities 

Updated: October 20, 2020 
 

This table provides an overview of notable state actions to address COVID-19 in long-term care (LTC) facilities, including links to relevant guidance or related resources for each state. For the purposes of this 
table, LTC facilities include nursing facilities (including post-acute), assisted living, and other residential care settings. 
 

The list below does not include every strategy or action states have pursued. Additional state actions and examples will be added to this table on an ongoing basis. Given the robust and rapid nature of state 
response efforts, we welcome feedback on state actions that may be missing or have evolved since the release of this table. If there are approaches or examples you believe should be added or amended, 
please contact Michelle LeBlanc at mleblanc@nga.org.  
  

For additional information on these and other steps states are taking to address COVID-19 in LTC facilities, as well as home and community-based settings, please see NGA Strategies for COVID-19 Response for 
Populations Receiving Long-Term Care.  
 

Actions Total States/Territories 

Testing Supports and Requirements^ 37 
AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DE, FL, GA, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, NE, NJ, NM, NY, ND, OH, 
OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI, WV 

Resources have been prioritized to support testing in LTC facilities  34 
AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DE, GA, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, NE, NJ, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, 
SC, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI, WV 

Hospitals are required to test prior to discharge to LTC facilities 10 AL, CA, FL, MI, NM, NY, ND, OK, PA, WI 

Dedicated Support Teams± 28 AL, CA, CO, FL, GA, IA, ID, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MI, MN, MT, NC, ND, NJ, NM, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, TN, TX, UT, WI 

Teams include National Guard personnel  18 AL, CA, CO, FL, GA, MA, MD, MI, MN, MT, ND, NJ, NV, OH, OK, PA, RI, WI 

Teams focus on testing  11 CO, FL, IA, MI, MN, MT, OH, OK, PA, TX, WI 

Workforce Supports and Capacity Building 26 AR, AZ, CA, CT, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, LA, MA, ME, MI, MN, MT, NC, NH, NY, OK, OR, RI, SC, VA, WI, WV 

Supporting new and expanded roles~ 12 AZ, CT, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, MA, OK, SC, WI 

Increased payments and other incentives for staff 10 AR, CA, MA, ME, MN, NC, NH, OK, OR, RI  

System or process to match job seekers to LTC facilities with staffing needs 11 CA, IN, LA, MA, MI, MN, MT, NC, NY, RI, WV 

Prohibited or Restricted Visitation  52 
AK, AL, AR, AS, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, 
ND, NE, NH, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, USVI, UT, VT, VA, WA, WI, WV, WY 

 Visitation is prohibited 9 AK, AL, HI, KS, LA, NV, USVI, WA, WI 

  Visitation is allowed under certain circumstances (e.g. outdoors)  43 
AR, AS, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, IA, ID, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, ND, NE, NH, NJ, 
NM, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VT, VA, WV, WY 

Cohorting Residents by COVID-19 Status  46 
AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, NC, ND, NE, NH, NJ, 
NM, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV 
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https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/07/governor-ivey-awards-18-27-million-for-coronavirus-testing-for-alabama-nursing-homes/
https://www.arklatexhomepage.com/news/coronavirus-in-arkansas-governor-asa-hutchinson-to-give-update-on-states-response-at-130-p-m-2/
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https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/04/29/governor-hogan-announces-new-actions-to-address-covid-19-outbreaks-in-poultry-processing-plants-and-nursing-homes/
https://www.pressherald.com/2020/05/07/gov-mills-plans-major-announcement-at-thursday-briefing/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MDHHS_Epidemic_Order_-_NF_Final_6_15_20_693837_7.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/hcp/ltcplan.pdf
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https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/23,22140,341.html
https://dphhs.mt.gov/aboutus/news/2020/frameworktorampuptestingcapacity
https://slph.ncpublichealth.com/bioterrorism/2019-ncov.asp
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20230-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://ndresponse.gov/sites/www/files/documents/covid-19/Additional%20Resources/Hospitals%20and%20VP3%20FINAL.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/2020-20.pdf
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http://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2020/04/041320-2100-covid19.pr.html
https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2020-04-01/kemp-carden-deploy-soldiers-fight-covid-19-long-term-care-facilities
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/health/2020/04/22/iowa-gov-kim-reynolds-briefing-coronavirus-maps-covid-19-number-cases/2995439001/
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https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=133
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-increased-resources-for-health-care-providers-expanded
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/04/07/governor-hogan-activates-statewide-strike-teams-for-nursing-homes-enacts-order-to-shut-down-unsafe-facilities/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-530186--,00.html
https://www.twincities.com/2020/05/14/coronavirus-minnesota-national-guard-called-on-to-help-test-in-long-term-care-centers/
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https://covid19.colorado.gov/safer-at-home-in-the-vast-great-outdoors/guidance-by-sector/nursing-homes-congregate-care
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https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/05/GKI-0040-2020-Health-Order-Update-May-22-DFT4-Vertical-Info-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
https://hawaiicovid19.com/guidance-for-everyone/
https://www.kdads.ks.gov/media-center/news-releases/2020/03/16/new-federal-guidelines-increase-restrictions-for-visitors-to-nursing-homes-kdads-working-quickly-to-ensure-kansas-facilities-following-enhanced-cms-guidelines
http://ldh.la.gov/assets/medicaid/hss/docs/Coronavirus_2019/LDH_NH_Facility_Toolkit.pdf
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/HealthFacilities/HF-Medical/COVID-19_SNF_Visitor_Process/
https://www.vi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/6th-Supplemental-Exececutive-Order-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-52%20-%20COVID-19%20LTC%20Extensions%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/nursing-homes.htm
https://governor.arkansas.gov/news-media/press-releases/governor-hutchinsons-weekly-address-the-wait-for-nursing-home-visits-is-alm
https://6fe16cc8-c42f-411f-9950-4abb1763c703.filesusr.com/ugd/4bfff9_54e0ecfd113444029f54b7ebbcc92972.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/community/congregate-visitation.pdf?_ga=2.67305105.1497880909.1598901408-354895109.1598901408
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  State-Designated COVID-Only Facility#  4 CT, NM, RI, UT  

Additional Payments to LTC Facilities  23 AL, CA, CO, CT, GA, KS, KY, LA, ME, MA, MN, MT, NM, NC, OH, OR, PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, WA, WI 

LTC Facilities Addressed in State Reopening Plans  36 
AK, AZ, CO, CT, DE, FL, HI, IA, ID, IN, KS, LA, ME, MD, MA, MN, MO, MT, NE, NV, NM, NY, NC, ND, OH, OK, OR, 
PA, RI, SD, TN, TX, UT, WA, WV, WI 

 

 The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) began requiring testing of residents and staff in LTC facilities on August 26, 2020. CMS updated the methodology that determines required frequency 
of testing on September 23, 2020. Prior to federal requirements, many states required facilities to test residents and staff, including: AK, CA, CT, FL, IL, MD, MA, MI, MN, MT, NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA, TN, VA, 
VT, WA, WV.   

 State-led teams deployed to assist LTC facilities in preventing and mitigating outbreaks, which may include local and state health officials, clinicians, providers from local hospital systems, and members 
of the National Guard.  

 Examples of new and expanded roles include temporary nurse aides and personal care attendants. 

 Indicates visitation guidance differs between nursing and assisted living facilities. 
# The current operational status of COVID-only facilities in these states is not entirely clear and there are at least two states (MA, FL) that operated COVID-only facilities that have since closed or ceased 

operation. 
 

NOTE: For states without links to corresponding documentation, state actions have been verified with state officials. Please contact mleblanc@nga.org for questions about state actions.  
 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/connecticut-launches-bold-new-approach-virus-crisis-covid-19-only-n1204546
https://www.nmhealth.org/news/awareness/2020/4/?view=906
https://www.wpri.com/health/coronavirus/oak-hill-center-in-pawtucket-is-now-a-covid-19-specialty-nursing-home/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/04/04/utah-health-department/
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/AL/AL-20-0006_1.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/CA/CA-20-0024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8G1HJYTwaM0avb4aDGHq621NkZn2fLG/view?usp=sharing
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/04-2020/Governor-Lamont-Expands-Financial-Aid-for-Connecticuts-Nursing-Homes
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/GA/GA-20-0006.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/KS/KS-20-0014.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms/ProviderLetters/pl262covidperdiem.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/LA/LA-20-0004.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=DHS+Press+Releases&id=2410756&v=article
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-further-support-resources-and-accountability-measures
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/ruralhealth/funding/grants/covidlong.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/downloads/mt-combined-2-appendix-k-appvl.pdf
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Executive-Order-2020-019.pdf
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/nc-medicaid-increases-support-protect-those-most-risk-serious-illness-covid-19
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/OH/OH-20-0012.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/PROVIDERS-PARTNERS/LICENSING/AdminAlerts/Temporary%20Rate%20Increase.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-announces-50-million-to-fight-covid-19/
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/RI/RI-20-0006.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/State-resource-center/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/SC/SC-20-0004.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tenncare/documents/CHOICESAndECFCHOICESCOVIDRelatedPaymentsConditionsOfPayment.pdf
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