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State-level progress on 30x30 could be broadly allocated into four 
categories, with most states currently lagging in action

No known actions yet
Bill introduced but not yet 
passed

Non-30x30 specific 
conservation plans

Detailed 30x30 action plans in 
place

• Targeted state-level conservation 
plan, with specific goals on 
achieving 30x30 objectives

• Inclusion of land vs. water varies 
by state

• Detailed state-level conservation 
plan, with references to or 
implications for 30x30 goals but 
no targeted clauses

• 30x30 bill has been introduced in 
state legislature, but is currently 
in discussion or has been stalled 

• “Intensity” of 30x30 objectives 
varies by state

• No known state-level bill / 
actions with references to or 
implications for 30x30 goals

Examples

Hawaii Virginia
Michigan

Remaining 42 states

California Maine
New 
York

NevadaSouth 
Carolina



State-by-state status overview:

State Legislation Status Core goals Resources

California Executive Order N-82-20 Signed Conserving / restoring 30% of the state’s land and 
coastal water by 2030

• EO original text
• EO press release
• NRDC blog post on California EO

Hawaii Sustainable Hawaii 
Initiative /  Holomua: 
Marine 30x30

Passed (In 
action)

Establish 30% of state’s nearshore ocean waters as 
marine management areas by 2030

• Sustainable Hawaii Initiative brochure
• Division of Aquatic Resource – webpage on 30x30
• Holomua Marine 30x30 roadmap

Maine Maine Climate Action 
Plan

Passed Increase by 2030 the total acreage of conserved 
lands in the state to 30%

• Maine Climate Action Plan full text
• 4-year-plan implementation table
• Maine Climate Council webpage

Michigan HR25 In committee Establish a statewide goal of conserving at least 
30% of land and 30% of water in the state by 2030

• Resolution original text
• Op-Ed by sponsor Rep. Kuppa on the resolution

New York S4629 On floor Set state-wide goal to conserve at least 30 percent 
of state’s land by 2030

• Bill original text
• Brief news coverage on the bill

Nevada AJR3 In committee Urging state and local agencies to work 
cooperatively with federal agencies in achieving 
national 30x30 goal

• Resolution original text
• Sierra Nevada Ally coverage on the resolution
• Sierra Club press release on support

South 
Carolina

Bill 1024 Stalled To assemble an interagency task force to develop a 
plan to meet a statewide 30x30 goal

• Bill original text

Virginia ConserveVirgina Passed (In 
action)

Preserve high conservation value lands and ensure 
highest conservation outcomes from state funds

• Original press release on launch of ConserveVirginia
• ConserveVirginia 2020 update

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/10.07.2020-EO-N-82-20-.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/10/07/governor-newsom-launches-innovative-strategies-to-use-california-land-to-fight-climate-change-conserve-biodiversity-and-boost-climate-resilience/
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/kate-poole/californias-important-leadership-30x30
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Sustainable-Hawai27i-Initiative-Brochure.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/30x30/
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2020/12/HolomuaMarine30x30_Roadmap_web.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/MaineWontWait_December2020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/ClimateActionPlanImplementationChart_12.1.20.pdf
https://climatecouncil.maine.gov/
https://trackbill.com/bill/michigan-house-resolution-25-a-resolution-to-urge-the-governor-to-establish-a-statewide-goal-of-conserving-at-least-30-percent-of-land-and-30-percent-of-water-in-the-state-by-the-year-2030-as-part-of-the-nationwide-30x30-effort-to-accelerate-conservation-efforts-and-to-update-the-state-land-management-plan-accordingly/2014019/
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/opinion/column-thirty-by-thirty-taking-a-local-approach-to-promoting-a-national-conservation-agenda/article_8d4d4340-7328-11eb-af1b-cb96d194e9af.html
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2021/S4629
https://www.post-journal.com/news/local-news/2021/03/30-land-conservation-goal-planned-by-nys/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/81st2021/Bill/7487/Text
https://sierranevadaally.org/2021/03/11/30-by-30-joint-resolution-sparks-questions-highlights-diversity-of-environmental-values-partisan-divide/
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2021/02/sierra-club-welcomes-nevada-assembly-joint-resolution-3-ajr3-conserve-30
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/1024.htm
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2019/april/headline-839977-en.html
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/conservevirginia/conservevirginia-official-v2.pdf
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closing the
biodiversity
financing gap
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30
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112
BILLION
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94%
WIN RATE

TNC’s Ballot Record
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P U B L I C  C A M PA I G NB U I L D I N G  T H E  C A S E

A Proven, Data-Driven Process

P L A N N I N G  &  R E S E A R C H



• How do political 
leaders and the 
community feel?

• What other funding 
needs are you 
competing with?

• What is the best time 
to put this on the 
ballot? 

• What has been the 
success rate of other 
policy efforts? 

• What is the economic 
situation now? Tax 
base? Debt?

• What would be the 
best funding 
mechanism? 

• What are the legal 
rules for a ballot 
measure or other 
policy engagement? 
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POLITICAL ELECTORAL FISCAL LEGAL

Feasibility Research
WHAT ARE THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS?



Message Framing



Discussion
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