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Overview

1
Data we have

2
Data we need
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Data we have2
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Recreation dependence in the U.S.1

Data source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service. County Typology Codes.
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Recreation economies bring more people
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Data Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce. 2021. Census Bureau, Population Division, Washington, D.C., reported by Headwaters Economics’ Economic 
Profile System, headwaterseconomics.org/eps.
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Recreation economies bring wealth
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Data Source: U.S. Internal Revenue Service. 2020. SOI Tax Stats – Individual Income Tax Statistics – ZIP Code Data. 
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Outdoor recreation is more than tourism

Data source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account. Downloaded from https://headwaterseconomics.org.

1

US Jobs by Industry in 2020
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Benefits to communities can be measured

Source: https://headwaterseconomics.org/outdoor-recreation/
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Benefits to communities can be measured

Source: https://headwaterseconomics.org/outdoor-recreation/

1

Methow Valley, WA

Return to community: $6 income per $1 
invested

Whitefish, MT

Return to community: $2.50 income per $1 
invested



• Recreation dependence
• Changes in population
• Changes in wealth
• Benefits to many sectors
• Benefits to communities
• And many more…
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Data we need2
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Why do we need to know how much outdoor recreation is happening?
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U.S. Forest Service Recreational Visits & Budget, 2007-2017

Recreation Budget ↓ 
14%

Recreation Visits ↑ 5%
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Recreation counting, 2.0

• Using novel data to 
forecast:

1. Over time

2. Over space
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Many different sources

Photo-sharing & 
social media

Fitness-tracking

Search engine 
trends

Cell phone data
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Subscribe to updates! headwaterseconomics.org/contact
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Thank you!

Megan Lawson, Ph.D
megan@headwaterseconomics.org
406-570-7475
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