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Housekeeping 
Items

During this meeting we hope to generate a frank 
and open dialogue. For that reason, our discussion 
today is closed door and not for attribution.

MEETING IS NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION

Please leverage the chat functionality to share 
materials, ask questions, provide feedback, etc.

CHAT IS OPEN

For technical issues, please chat or email Evan 
Blankenberger – eblankenberger@nga.org

CONTACT FOR TECHNICAL HELP

Please re-name yourself to include your name and 
state (John, DE)

INCLUDE STATE IN NAME

mailto:eblankenberger@nga.org


Agenda
NGA Government Relations Update

State Discussion: New & Emerging Issues

Share Our Strength

Maryland

Open Discussion: Q&A



NGA 
Government 
Relations 
Update



Breakout Room Questions 
1. How concerned is your state about the ending of the school lunch waivers? Are there 

any new programs or strategies you’re adopting to adapt to the change?

2. How does hunger fit into your state’s definition of neglect? Is the connection between 

hunger and child protective services referrals/investigations on your radar?

3. What programs or initiatives does your state run to address hunger and food 

insecurity, in both adults and children?



New & Emerging Issues
Breakout Room Discussion



Combatting 
Childhood 
Hunger in 

Summer 
2022

Today’s topic:



Share Our Strength
Bernadette Downey - Associate Director, Government 
Relations and Advocacy



Presentation to NGA
Human Services Policy 
Advisors Institute: June

Bernadette Downey, Associate Director 
Government Relations & Advocacy

Carolyn Wait Vega, Associate Director 
Policy Analysis, Center for Best Practices

June 22, 2022



Introduction of No Kid Hungry



11

No Kid Hungry is a Campaign By Share Our Strength



Summer Hunger Landscape

Summer Meals Programs help kids 
get healthy food when school is out. 
But local communities face barriers in 
connecting kids with summer meals. 
https://nokidhungry.org/summerhunger
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fnokidhungry.org*2Fsummerhunger%26data%3D05*7C01*7Caogbagiorgis*40strength.org*7Cc35f52c4395645757ee808da4d4e912a*7Ccd5df591b48b4168a719a3233c2fbba4*7C1*7C0*7C637907297103011815*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3DA*2Bbx9kJG8C2az2LQxcisEe4Sok0tMuRX7C1rX61mBcw*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!f3oPXpCt7pMvepV7k37b7EmxkZ5dVExvceXBlHhTdEyLcMViuYRlbwujOYK_WSPbwIq__uECkg%24&data=05%7C01%7Ccvega%40strength.org%7C40f28d1b3c5e4e55a9d808da4e3e96da%7Ccd5df591b48b4168a719a3233c2fbba4%7C1%7C0%7C637908327990489709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nS7AiK9V497b2IR8hJPquyw6rD5LPmmSo7iYVPClH9w%3D&reserved=0


Breaking: 
Keep Kids Fed Act

Provides support to child 
nutrition programs after waiver 
authority expires
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Keep Kids Fed Act Overview
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• Allows USDA to issue nationwide waivers for this summer 
• Allows USDA to issue certain no-cost nationwide waivers for 

SY22-23
• Eliminates the reduced-price category for school meals for SY22-23
• Provides additional meal reimbursements for schools & CACFP 

operators for SY22-23



Actions for States

Opportunities to maximize access 
to summer and school meals this 
year and beyond
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Actions for States: Support Summer Meals
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• Ensure use of all available waivers
• Promote awareness: 

https://express.adobe.com/page/bgZdZx6GxxBK8/
• Support statewide branding efforts
• Improve data access and transparency
• Create spaces for sponsor collaboration

https://express.adobe.com/page/bgZdZx6GxxBK8/


Actions for States: Provide Extra Grocery Benefits

17

• Pandemic EBT
• Grocery benefit similar to SNAP

• Amount provided for SY21-22 based on days of school missed due to COVID

• Available for Summer 2022

• See if your state is approved: https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-guidance-
coronavirus-pandemic-ebt-pebt

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-guidance-coronavirus-pandemic-ebt-pebt


Actions for States: Expand Access to School Meals
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• Direct Certification with Medicaid 
• Automatically qualifies students for free or reduced-price school meals

• Reduces paperwork for families and schools

• Increases viability of offering free school meals to all students with the 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

• Apply by Sept. 30, 2022: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/direct-certification-
medicaid-demonstration-project

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/direct-certification-medicaid-demonstration-project
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THANK YOU

Bernadette Downey

bdowney@strength.org

Carolyn Wait Vega

cvega@strength.org



Maryland
Augustin Ntabaganyimana - Deputy Executive Director of Programs, 
Family Investment Administration, Department of Human Services



SUMMER SNAP PROGRAM

Maryland Department of Human Services 



Program Objective and Key Features 

• Established in 2019 to alleviate food insecurity for school aged children during summer 
months 

• The program provides $100 in additional SNAP benefits to eligible children 

• The extra benefits are funded using a combination of state general funds and local 
government contributions 

• Minimum local share of funds calculated based on the state’s school construction formula 



Application Process

Each local jurisdiction 
that wants to 
participate in Summer 
SNAP must apply to the 
State

1
The application must 
include key details 
including 
•Target population and 

anticipated number 
participants

•Local funds certification 

2
A certification of local 
share of funds

3
The state reviews 
application for 
completeness 

4
Intergovernmental 
agreements are used as 
vehicles to transfer 
local share of funds to 
the state

5
Benefit are issued on a 
regular EBT card in 
June, July, August and 
December 
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Participation 

• 14 jurisdictions will participate in 
the program in PY 2022 compared 
to 6 in PY 2021

• 4,200 Summer SNAP recipients in PY 
2020 and 2021 compared to 
102,000 PY 2022, a 24X increase

• Increased local share of funds and 
Governor Hogan’s budget 
commitment of $4.8 million for SFY 
2022

• Several jurisdictions have 
contributed more funds than 
statutory required – making it 
possible to serve all school children 
in their area

Jurisdiction
Number of Children

PY 2021 PY 2022
Allegany County 0 200 
Anne Arundel County 0 17,803 
Baltimore City 1,000 11,913 
Baltimore County 450 30,250 
Caroline County 0 1,566 
Carroll County 0 919 
Charles County 0 2,317 
Howard County 212 5,433 
Harford County 0 9,833 
Kent County 0 266 
Montgomery County 1,672 7,814 
Prince George's County 667 10,833 
Queen Anne's County 289 1,062 
Wicomico County 0 2,436 

Total 4,290 102,645 



State Discussion: 
Q&A



Closing and 
Next Steps



The Children and Families team

Jordan Hynes
Policy Director

Jess Kirchner
Policy Analyst

Jessica Moise
Senior Policy Analyst 

Jhynes@nga.org Jmoise@nga.org Jkirchner@nga.org
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