




EDA invested $750 million in American Rescue Plan funding to help the Travel, Tourism and 
Outdoor Recreation (TTOR) Sectors Recover from Covid-19 Pandemic

185 projects throughout the U.S. 

NGA partnering with OSU on 2-year project to assess effectiveness of TTOR grants and 
promote best practices  

Goals: Highlight projects that are INNOVATIVE and can be REPLICATED
- expand the travel, tourism and outdoor recreation economy
- workforce programs for higher-skilled, higher wage jobs
- create equitable opportunities for disadvantaged populations
- diversify TTOR economies to be resilient to economic shocks and climate change

Details:
- two-year study
- developing metrics to gauge effectiveness of investments in TTOR
- gather data and case studies
- hold webinars on innovative projects (June, Sept., Dec. 2023) 
- publish final best practices report with 4-6 case studies in 2024



NGA Background

- NGA is a bipartisan organization representing Governors of    
the 55 states, territories and commonwealths. 

- The NGA Center for Best Practices is the state policy consulting 
side of NGA. Our policy teams develop innovative solutions to 
today’s most pressing public policy challenges

- Project led by NGA’s Environment/Outdoor Recreation and 
Workforce Development & Economic Policy experts who work 
directly with Governor’s policy advisors in these areas.

OSU Background

- Oregon State University, the Center for Outdoor Recreation 
(CORE) undertakes research aimed at understanding sectoral 
workforce needs while partnering with industry stakeholders   
to identify and respond to training, leadership development  
and research requirements.

Research Team

NGA

- Jessica Rackley, Program Director, Environment & Energy

- Rachael Stephens Parker, Program Director, Workforce 
Development & Economic Policy

- Bevin Buchheister, Senior Policy Analyst, Environment

- Sally Rood, Senior Policy Analyst, Workforce Development & 
Economic Policy

OSU

- Lee Davis, Executive Director, Center for the Outdoor 
Recreation Economy

- Randall Rosenberger, Ph.D., Professor, College of Forestry





Pawtucket’s EDA Grant-Funded Bikeway Project



Goals

 Improving Pawtucket

 Economic Rebound

 Tourism

 Cultural

 Outdoor Recreation

 Connections to public 

transportation



Background & Partners
 Origins of Bikeway Project –

starting in 1980’s

 Hurdles along the way

 Funding, Location, Public 
Input

 Partners

 Local – City Planning 
Department, DPW, 
Pawtucket Foundation, 
Blackstone Valley Tourism 
Council

 State – RIDEM, RIDOT, RI 
Historical Preservation 
Commission, CRMC

 Federal – US DOT, Army 
Corps of Engineers, 
National Park Service



Transit Oriented 

Development

 New Transit Hub

 RIPTA, RIDOT, & the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit 
Authority’s (MBTA’s) 
Commuter Rail

 Opportunities



Tourism and 

Attractions
 National Park

 Slater Mill National 

Historic Landmark

 Blackstone River Valley 

National Historic Park

 Connections to rest of 

bikeway 

 Tidewater Stadium

 Soccer stadium

 Mixed Use development



Economic 

Development
 Economic Development

 Transportation

 Housing

 Jobs

















mailto:bbuchheister@nga.org
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